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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 
CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 
A large part of a child1 s school day involves some kind 
of reading - reading for fun, reading for information, or 
reading for skill development and power. 
This study is entirely concerned with the reading mater-
ials used for the development of reading skill and power. Most 
school systems use a well-constructed basal reading series to 
develop the basic reading skills. The basal readers are 
generally used by all the children within a grade at sometime 
during the school year. Because basal readers are so widely 
used for the step by step development of reading skills, the 
writers of this paper believe that the story content should 
appeal to the inherent interests of the children for whom such 
books are written. 
This study is one part of a group project which has 
attempted to discover whether or not children really ~ in-
terested in the story content of basal readers. 
Specifically, this section of the study attempts to: 
(1) determine suburban third grade children1 s likes 
and dislikes of the story content in the third 
grade basal reader Looking Ahead 31 (McKee 
Reading for Meaning seriesl) 
LPaul McKee and others. Looking Ahead,J1 Reading for 
Meaning Series. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1950. 319 ~ 
(2) ascertain reasons for the likes and dislikes 
of the basal reader stories presented 
(J) discover the specific elements within the stories 
that interest third grade children. 
2 
CHAPTER II 
PLAN OF THE STUDY 
CHAPTER II 
PLAN OF THE STUDY 
The purpose of this study is to at t empt: 
(1) to determine third grade children1 s likes and 
dislikes of the story content of a basal reader 
(2) to ascertain reasons for the likes and dislikes 
of the basal reader stories 
(J) to discover the specific elements within the 
basal reader stories that interest third grade 
children. 
The writers decided to present the stories in the first 
third grade basal reader of the McKee Reading for Meaning 
Series Looking Ahead published by Houghton Mifflin Company of 
Boston. Looking Ahead was chosen for the following reasons: 
(1) no child in any of the three third grades to take 
part in the survey had ever seen a copy of 
Looking Ahead 
(2) the story content of Looking Ahead was entirely 
fiction 
(J) the story material was such that its presentation 
for research purposes could also be easily 
correlated with daily activities of the grades 
(dramatization and other language activities, 
art, listening, related literature and library 
3 
reading, story hour, book reviews, and vocabulary 
building). 
Looking Ahead contains the following twelve stories: 
Unit I 
Unit II 
Unit III 
The Trolley Car Family 
The Bicycle Tree 
Presents for Mother 
Jeremiah's Black Lamb 
Young Tennessee and Old Sam 
Nathan and the Peddler 
Sally Finds a Way 
The Magic Shoes 
The Dinner Bell 
The Stonecutter 
Brother Fox and the Barbecues 
Manwick Goes to Town 
Using other basal readers on the second grade level, the 
writers did considerable experimenting with both small groups 
iand the whole class before evolving what was hoped to be a 
reasonably satisfactory procedure for the solution of the pro-
blem under consideration: "Do children really like the story 
content of basal readers?". 
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Initially, it was planned that each pupil taking part in 
the survey should read silently the story to be presented and 
then be checked in some fashion to determine his like or dis-
like for the story and the reasons for that like or dislike. 
Problems immediately arose: 
(1) the difficulty of obtaining a sufficient supply of 
the srune basal reader for each of the eighty 
pupils taking part in the survey 
(2) the fact that the silent reading was presenting 
difficulties for a few of the children 
(3) the fact that pictures in the reader were an 1m-
portant element in the decisions of some pupils 
as to whether or not they liked the story they 
had read- for example, 
Teacher: "Did you like the story, John? 
Answer 1 Yes 1 or 1 No' • n 
Pupil: "Yes." 
Teacher: 11 Why did you like the story?" 
Pupil: "It had good pictures." 
In order to overcome the above listed difficulties, it was 
decided that it would be best to have the stories in the 
selected basal reader presented orally by the teacher of each 
group . Then only three copies of the reader would be needed, 
silent reading difficulty would no longer be a factor, and the 
illustrations of the stories could no longer be seen by the 
children. 
5 
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Next came the problem of how to obtain an honest and un-
biased statement of story likes and dislikes from the children. 
Written questionnaires were tried and discarded because 
they sometimes presented reading difficulty. Oral question-
naires of the same type were scrapped because the wording of 
the questions often influenced pupil answers. Preference polls 
taken by the raising of hands were not satisfactory because 
pupils often waited. for their neighbors to vote and then fol-
lowed suit instead of making their own decisions. Written 
ballots were not good because the handicaps of writing and 
spelling frequently kept the children from saying exactly what 
they wished to say. Individual interviews with pupils seemed 
to work satisfactorily so this method was chosen as the one 
most likely to get spontaneous and honest responses from the 
children about their likes and dislikes of the basal reader 
stories presented. The final procedure decided upon was that 
the teacher should read the story aloud to the children, each 
child was to be interviewed individually, and the following 
two questions were to be asked: 
(1) Did you like the story? Answer "Yes" or "No". 
(2) Why did you like the story? or Why did you 
dislike the story? 
The oral responses of the pupils were to be recorded by the 
teacher. 
6 
It then seemed necessary to have some other check of pupil 
likes and disl ikes. After much discussion the picture method 
was decided upon. The oral reading of the story to the chil-
dren by the teacher was to be done exactly as stated previously. 
Children were then to draw something about the story. Absolute-
ly no drawing motivation or suggestions were to be given. 
Children were to be encouraged to draw whatever they wished 
and to ignore the work of their neighbors. Following the read-
ing of the story the drawing direction was to be stated as 
follows: "Here is a sheet of drawing paper. Draw something 
about the story which you have just heard." 
To take care of any questions th~t might be asked, the 
teacher was to say, "You will need to ask no questions because 
this is your picture. You may draw anything you wish about the 
story". 
It seemed wise to have some means of checking on the com-
prehension of the stories presented since lack of understanding 
is sometimes the underlying factor in any prejudice or dislike. 
Nor would individual or pictured responses from non-comprehend-
' ing pupils be of any value. 
It was decided to check on pupil comprehension for each 
story by building ten to fifteen simple statements or questions 
that could be answered by Yes or No. These statements or ques-
tions were to be read to the pupils by the teacher in order to 
eliminate any possible reading difficulty that might be pre-
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sented by the vocabulary of a written comprehension check. The 
pupils were to circle their Yes or No answer on a prepared sheet 
like this: 
Name 
1. Yes No 
2. Yes No 
3. Yes No 
4. Yes No 
5. Yes No 
6. Yes No 
7. Yes No 
8. Yes No 
9. Yes No 
10. Yes ~0 J 
This method of answering would eliminate any possible writing 
difficulty. 
A sample of the questions built for one story is as follows 
1. Did the story tell about a family and. a trolley car? 
2. Did Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Parker do the same kind 
of work'? 
3. Do people around here ride in trolley cars? 
4. Do you really think Mr. Jefferson liked the Parker 
family? 
5. Did Mr. Jefferson find out what was making the 
Parkers tmhappy? 
6. Did Pa Parker really need a horse to move the trolley 
car? 
7. Did Mr. Jefferson finally have a happy time with the 
noisy Parkers? 
8. Did the neighbors know when the Parkers moved? 
9. Did Mr. Jefferson fell happy after his noisy 
neighbors left? 
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10. Did Sally's bright idea really work? 
A sample of the statements built for another story is 
submitted: 
1. A picnic where food is cooked out of doors is called 
a barbecue. 
2. These foods could be cooked at a barbecue: corn, 
chicken, steak, hot dogs, small pig. 
J. There were five animals in the story. 
4. Brother Rabbit had a vegetable garden. 
5. Brother Bear served ice cream at his barbecue. 
6. Brother wolf served roast lamb and roast pig at his 
barbecue. 
7. Brother Fox acted queerly because he had a headache. 
8. Brother Fox spent nearly all day Wednesday in bed. 
9. Brother Fox spent most of the day Wednesday trying 
to decide which barbecue to attend. 
10. People who can't make up their minds waste time. 
11. There were alligators in the story. 
12. Brother Rabbit was smarter than Brother Fox. 
A complete list of the comprehension checks for every 
story presented can be found in the Appendix. 
A rotation plan for the presentation of the stories and 
the three follow-up checks was devised as follows: 
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Stories 
Unit I 
Unit II 
Unit III 
CHART I 
ROTATION PLAN 
Teacher 1 Teacher 
Comprehension Pictures 
2 
Interview Comprehension 
Pictures Interview 
Teacher 3 
Interview 
Pictures 
Comprehension 
The stories in Unit I were presented orally by each of the 
three teachers. Teacher 1 checked the comprehension of the 
stories. Teacher 2 obtained pictures of each story. Teacher 3 
interviewed each child individually to obtain oral statements 
of likes and dislikes of the stories and the reasons for the 
choices. ~ach of the three teachers presented the stories in 
Unit II similarly. Teacher 1 interviewed her group individ-
' ually for likes and dislikes and reasons for such. Teacher 2 
I 
I i checked comprehension of the same stories. Teacher 3 obtained 
picture reactions to the stories. ~tories in Unit III were 
read and checked by the teachers in this fashion: Teacher 1 
obtained pictured responses, Teacher 2 interviewed children 
individually and recorded their choices, and Teacher 3 checked 
the understanding of the same group of stories. Through the 
use of this rotation plan all of the stories were checked in 
three different ways and presented to three different groups of 
children by three different teachers. The plan reduced the 
importance of the teacher factor in the presentation of the 
10 
stor-ies and allowed for cross-checking of the pupils' oral and 
pictured reactions to the stories. The oral response obtained 
by the interview was accepted as the most reliable measure of 
likes and dislikes and the pictured responses were checked 
against and compared with that oral response. 
One story was presented each day for twelve days. The 
period of presentation ran from forty minutes to an hour. Ab-
solutely no motivation was used. Immediate checks were taken 
in one of the three ways explained in the previous paragraph. 
The oral responses received during the interviewing period 
fell naturally into the following categories: 
( 1) plot 
( 2) humor 
(3) satisfactory ending 
( 4) characters 
(5) suspense or surprise 
(6) personal association or identification 
Listed below are sample oral responses given by one group 
of chil dren after the reading of The Trolley Car Family: 
Humor 
11 I liked the story because there were lots of changes-
from sad to happy and from job to no job. 11 
"I think it was funny for people to be living in a 
trolley car. 11 
"The story was funny because at first Mr. Jefferson 
didn't like the Parkers because they were such 
1 ' ·' . , . -
noisy people. But after they moved Mr. Jefferson 
couldn't stand the street because things were so 
quiet." 
11 It was fiDmy when Mr. Parker rode a bicycle to work. n 
"I liked the funny things that happened at the farm." 
Satisfactory Ending 
11 I was glad because at the end Mr. Jefferson moved 
out to the country too, so he could be near the 
Parkers. 11 
"I liked the story because everything came out all 
right in the end." 
Characters 
"I liked the story because it was about happy people 
who could laugh even when things were sad." 
"I liked the story because I liked Mr. Jefferson." 
Suspense 
"I liked the s tory because I couldn't figure out what 
would happen,:: after Mr. Parker lost his job. 11 
Personal Association 
"I like farms and so I like stories about farms, too." 
. J2 
Accurate appraisals of the pictures were obtained by having 
each child bring his picture to the teacher and state what he 
. had drawn and the reason why he drew it. The statements were 
· recorded on the reverse side of the picture by the teacher. 
All pictures were checked against the oral interview responses. 
The comparison of pupil reasons for liking or disliking 
each story was shown by means of the following chart: 
Reasons for 
CHART II 
CGr'lPARISONS OF PUPIL REASONS FOR 
LIKING OR DISLIKING THE STORY 
No. of Oral No. of 
Likes or Dislikes Res~onses Pictured Responses 
By using this chart, the pictures were analyzed against 
the constant, the oral response, in an attempt to discover the 
correlation or comparison of the pupil responses obtained by 
the interview and picture methods. The reasons were grouped 
and stated in the language of the children. 
The story elements of greates~ interest to the children 
were charted as follows: 
~3 
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CHART III 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEMENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Characters Suspense Assoc. 
No. of Oral 
Responses 
No . of 
Pictured 
Responses 
Total 
The degree of story comprehension was ascertained by ob-
' taining the mean score and the standard deviation for the com-
prehension checks given for each story. 
The groups surveyed were not equated for either chrono-
logical age or intelligence ~ecause the majority of children 
within the average grade confines of the public school use a 
basal reader at sometime during the grade year regardless of 
chronological age or intelligence. 
The groups surveyed totaled eighty - thirty-nine boys and 
forty-one girls - from three suburban residential communities 
in the vicinity of Boston. The groups were third grade groups . 
The ages ranged from seven to nine years . 
It was decided not to tabulate according to sex preference 
because: 
(1) the number of cases was limited 
(2) the sex distribution within the groups was fairly 
even (thirty-nine boys and forty-one girls) 
(3} responses showed no differentiation between story 
likes and dislikes of boys and girls. 
The data from this study is analyzed and presented in the 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
This chapter deals with an analysis of the survey des-
cribed in the previous chapter. The data were analyzed to 
find: 
(1) Pupil likes and dislikes of the story content 
of a basal reader. 
(2) The mean comprehension score for each story 
presented. 
(3) Reasons for pupil likes of story content. 
(4) Elements of pupil interest within each story. 
Of the eighty children surveyed, none disliked any of the 
stories presented. 
Story I . THE TROLLEY CAR FAMILY 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 15. The 
mean ·was 14.74 . The standard deviation v.ras .76 . 
COMPARISON OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No . of Oral No. of 
Reasons for Likes Responses Pictured 
Respons e s 
11There were lot s of changes, from 
sad to ha;p}2;}: and from job to no joC. 1 1 
" It was funny for people to be 
living in a trolley car." 8 10 
"It was funny when a. t first Nr . 
Jefferson couldn' t stand the noise-
then he couldn't stand the quiet. II 3 4 
"It was funny when Father rode the 
bicycle to work . " 1 0 
"There were funny things that 
happened at the farm. " 4 2 
"Everything came out all r i ght in 
the end." 2 3 
"The family was h appy even when 
things were sad." 1 1 
" I liked I1r . J efferson the milk-
man." 1 1 
11 I couldn' t figure out what would 
happen after I-'! r . Parker lost his 
j ob . II 1 1 
"I like farms and so I like stories 
about farms. II 2 2 
Total Responses 24 25 
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Story I. THE TROLLEY CAR FArULY 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEI1ENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of .. Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Character Sus.]lense Assoc. 
No. of Oral 
Responses 1 16 2 2 1 2 
No. of 
Pictured 
Responses 1 16 3 2 1 2 
TotB:l 
24 
25 
This chart shows that humor was .the important element of 
interest within the story. Plot and suspense were the areas 
of least interest. 
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Story II. THE BICYCLE TREE 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 15. The 
mean score was 14.61. The standard deviation was 1.14. 
COMPARISON OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of 
Reasons for Likes No. of Oral Pictured 
Re~ponses Responses 
"It was sad and funny at the same 
time - it went from sad to happy. 11 1 0 
"It was funny when Jody's little 
16 sister picked the green peaches. n 9 
"I liked the ending when Jody 
finally got money enough for his 
bike. It 4 6 
"I liked it when Jody was so 
surprised to find big peaches on 
the tree. II 3 3 
11 I liked the peach stand 
-
it was 
like the roadside stands around 
here. tl 0 7 
Total Responses 24 25 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHO\<JING ELEI1ENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Character Suspense Assoc. Tot~l 
No. of Oral 
Responses 1 16 4 0 ~ 0 24 
..-
No. of 
Pictured 
Responses 0 9 6 0 3 7 2.5 
This chart shows that humor and satisfactory ending were 
the important elements of interest within the story. Plot was 
the area of least interest. 
.-f 9 
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Story III. PRESENTS FOR fVIOTHER 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 15. The 
mean score was 14.74. The standard deviation was .62. 
COMPARISON OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of Oral No. of 
Reasons for Likes Responses Pictured 
Resnonses 
"There were so many funny things 
happened in mother' s bedroom. 11 19 8 
"It was funny having the hen 
called Andy." 2 0 
11 ~lother got a birthday present 
she liked. 11 1 2 
11 I liked Andy. 11 1 0 
11 It was exciting wondering what \'Jas 
going to happen in the dark bedroo~' 1 4 
"It wa s exciting trying to keep 
chickens hidden from Nother and 
Father." 0 11 
Total Responses 2!l 25 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL aND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEMENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Characters Suspense Assoc. 
No. of Oral 
Responses 0 21 1 1 1 0 
No. of 
Pictured 
Responses 0 8 2 0 1'5 0 
Total 
24 
2'5 
This chart shows that humor and suspense were the impor-
tant elements of interest within the story. Character was the 
element of least interest. 
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Story IV. JEREMIAH' S BLACK LAMB 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 10. The 
mean score was 7.76. The standard deviation was 1.6. 
CO~PARISON OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of 
Reasons for Likes No. of Oral Pictured 
Res]2onses Responses 
"It was funny when the lamb 
butted the judge. II 16 9 
"It was funny when the lamb 
wrecked the store. 11 6 3 
"I liked the end where the lamb 
and Grandmother won blue ribbon. 11 7 8 
11 I liked it when lamb was born 
and his mother pushed him away." 2 4 
Total Responses 31 24 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEMENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Characters Suspense Assoc. Total 
No. of Oral 
Responses 0 22 7 0 2 0 31 
No. of 
Pictured I Responses 0 12 8 0 4 0 24 
This chart shows that humor and satisfactory ending were 
the important elements of interest within the story. Suspense 
was the area of least interest. 
Story V. YOUNG TENNESSEE AND ~ SAM 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 10. The 
mean score was 9.48. The standard deviation was .8. 
COMPARISON OF PUPIL .REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of Oral No. of 
Reasons for Likes Responses Pictured 
Responses 
"It WB.S funny to think of an owl 
picking up a mule and potato bugs 
eating the dog. 11 15 9 
11 It was furmy when old Sam and 
Tennessee played tricks on each 
other:' 7 5 
II I liked it when Old Sam thought 
he WB.S smart but he got fooled 
in the end/ 3 1 
11 It wa.s exciting wondering what 
would happen~' 6 9 
Total. Res12onses 31 24 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEMENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Characters Suspense Assoc. 
No. of Oral 
Responses 0 22 3 0 6 0 
No. of 
Pictured 
Responses 0 14 1 0 9 0 
Total 
31 
24 
This chart sho\'TS that humor and suspense were the impor-
tant elements of interest within the story. Ending was the 
area of least interest. 
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Story VI. NATHAN AND THE PEDDLER 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 10. The 
mean score was 9.16. The standard deviation was .7. 
COMPARISON OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of 
Reasons for Likes No. of Oral Pictured 
Responses Responses 
"I liked the whole story. 11 2 1 
"It was funny when Nathan was 
scolded for scratching his 
own salt dish." 3 2 
11 I liked it because he found his 
cousin at the house raising." 20 14 
11 It was exciting when Nathan ran 
away. 11 4 4 
"It was exciting when Dr. White 
came to the inn. 11 2 3 
Total Responses 31 24 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEMENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Characters Su~nense Assoc. 
No. of Oral 
Responses 2 3 20 0 6 0 
No. of 
Pictured 
Responses 1 2 14 0 7 0 
-
Total 
31 
24 
This chart shows that satisfactory ending l'ras the most 
important element of interest within the story. Plot was the 
area of least interest. 
·r;. · 
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Story VII. SALLY FINDS A WAY 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 10. The 
mean score was 9.92. The standard devia.tion was .28. 
CONPARISON OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of 
No. of Oral Pictured 
Reasons for Likes Responses Responses 
"It went from exciting in the 
beginning to happy in the end." 1 0 
11 1 liked the end when Father got 
home safely. 11 7 7 
"I liked Sally because she was 
smart enough to figure out what to 
do when she was all alone. II 2 2 
11 It was exciting in the storm. 11 16 10 
"I liked it when Sally got a boat 
ride to Boston." 4 5 
11 I liked it because Sally was 
thinking of somebody else. It 
might happen the same as that. 
" (Response of D.P.) 1 0 
Total Res"Qonses 11 24 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOW.ING ELEl'flENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Characters Suspense Assoc. 
No. of Oral 
Responses 1 0 7 2 16 5 
No. of 
Total 
31 
I 
-
Pictured I 241 Responses 0 0 7 2 10 5 
This chart shows that suspense and ending were the most 
important elements of interest within the study. Plot was the 
ar ea of least interest. 
Story VIII. THE JVIAGIC SHOES 
In the comprehens ion check the possible score wa s 15. The 
mean score was 14.8. The standard deviation was .76. 
I 
COf<lPARISON OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
: ==-= : = 
No. of 
Reasons for Likes No. of Oral Pictured 
Res.ponses Responses 
"It was funny when the shoes 
pinched Timothy because he was 
naughty . " 8 10 
11 It was fun..11y when the shoes 
walked by themselves . II 4 I 6 
"It was fun..11y when the shoes got 
to school before Timothy . " 2 2 
11 I liked the ending when Timothy 
didn1 t need the shoes any more. II 1 1 
11 I liked the fairy godmother." 3 2 
11 It was exciting when Timothy got 
lost in the snowstorm. 11 7 10 
Total Responses 2,2 Jl 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PI CTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEMENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of 
Interest Plot Humor En diM Cha r acters Suspense 
Pers. 1 
Assoc . ·Total 
No. of Oral 
Re sponses 0 14 1 3 7 0 25 
No. of 
Pictured 
Responses 0 18 1 2 10 0 31 
This chart shows that humor and suspense were the important 
elements within the story . Ending was the area of least re-
sponse. 
, ~~ 
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Story IX. THE DINNER BELL 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 15. The 
mean score was 14.83. The standard deviation was .41. 
COr1PARISON OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of 
Reasons for Likes No. of Oral Pictured 
Responses Responses 
11 It was funny when the dog wanted 
to ring the dinner bell all of the 
time. 11 6 5 
11 I liked the end when the people 
built a new place for the bell. 11 2 0 
11 It was exciting during the fire -
I wondered if the people would 
know what the bell meant. It 13 25 
11 I like dogs and stories about 
them. 11 4 1 
Total Responses 25 31 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEMENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Characters Suspense Assoc. Total 
No. of Oral 
Responses 0 6 2 0 13 4 25 
No. of 
Pictured 
Responses 0 5 0 0 25 1 31 
This chart shows that suspense was the important element 
,of interest within the story. Satisfactory ending was the area 
of least interest. 
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Story X. THE STONECUTTER 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 15 . The 
mean score was 14.33. The standard deviation was .96. 
COMPARISON OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of 
Reasons for Likes No. of Oral Pictured 
Responses Responses 
"I liked the changes in the story." 1 1 
"It was funny to think of a man 
being changed into a cloud, the 
sun, and a rock." 11 16 
"It was funny when Hofus (as a 
rock) got chipped by a stonecutter 
because Hofus was onee a stone-
cutter." 2 9 
"I liked the end when Hofus turned 
into a stonecutter again and was 
happy." 6 3 
"I wondered if Hofus would ever be 
satisfied." 4 0 
-
"I liked the story because it was 
about a stonecutter. I collect 
stones. II 1 0 
Total Responses 2'1 '31 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PICTURED PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEf'IEl\iTS OF ::JTORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor · Ending Characters SusPense Assoc. Total 
No. of Oral 
Responses 1 13 6 0 4 1 25 
No. of 
Pictured 
Res:Qonses 1 27 1 0 0 0 _.3_1 
This chart shows that humor and ending were the important 
elements within the story. Plot was the area of the least 
interest. 
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Story XI. BROTHER FOX AND THE BARBECUES 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 15 . The 
meffi1 score was 13.75. The standard deviation was 1.35. 
COMPARISONS OF PUPIL REASONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of 
Reasons for Likes No. of Oral Pictured 
Responses Responses 
"It was funny when the fox spent 
all day trying to make up his mind. 
He missed the barbecues and Brother 
Rabbit went to two." 6 10 
"It served the fox right to miss 
the barbecue. I hope he learned his 
lesson." (poetic justice.) 4 5 
11 I wondered if the fox would ever 
get to the barbecues." 13 16 
"I like barbecues. There were 
barbecues in the story. " 2 0 
Total Responses 25 '31 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL a1~ PICTUR~D PUPIL RESPONSES 
SHOWING ELEI1ENTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers • 
Interest Plot Humor .c;nding Characters Suspense Assoc. 
No. of Oral 
Responses 0 6 4 0 13 2 
No. of 
Pictured 
Responses 0 10 s 0 16 0 
Total 
25 
31 
This chart shows that suspense m1d humor were the impor-
tant elements within the story. Personal associations was the 
area of least response. 
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Story XII. MAl\JwiCK GOES TO TOWN 
In the comprehension check the possible score was 15. The ' 
mean score was 14. 38. The standard deviation was .84. 
COP~ARISONS OF PUPIL REAbONS FOR LIKING THE STORY 
No. of 
Reasons for Likes No. of Oral Pictured 
Responses Responses 
11 I liked the funny things that 
happened: (1) putting butter on a 
rock, (2) thinking a rock was a 
tmm, (3) wanting dogs to pay for 
meat, (4) getting guards punished." 13 23 
11 I liked end when guards got hit -
it served them right." (poetic 
just ice.) 4 5 
"I liked it when Nanwick got rich 
and married the princess. 11 
(happy ending. ) 5 2 
11 I liked Manwick because he was so 
funny." 3 1 
Total ResQ_onses 25 '31 
DISTRIBUTION OF ORAL AND PIC'l1URED PUPIL RESPO NSES 
SHOWING ELE¥ffiNTS OF STORY INTEREST 
Elements of Pers. 
Interest Plot Humor Ending Characters Suspense Assoc . Total 
No. of Oral 
Responses 0 13 9 3 0 0 25 
No. of 
Pictured 
ReEmonses 0 23 7 1 0 0 31 
This chart shows that humor and ending were the important 
elements of interest within the story . Characters was the 
area of least interest. 
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CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this study as stated in Chapter I was to: 
1. Determine the likes and dislikes of suburban 
third grade children for stories in a basal 
reader. 
2. Ascertain the reasons for likes and dislikes 
of stories presented. 
). Discover the specific elements within the stories 
that interest third grade children. 
To accomplish this, twelve stories were read to the chil-
dren from the McKee third grade basal reader, Looking Ahead 31 • 
Conclusions 
From this survey made i:n three third grade cle.sses in 
suburban towns in the vicinity of Boston, the following con-
elusions were drawn: 
1. All children liked all the stories in the McKee 
basal reader, Looktng Ahead. 
2. The children liked the stories because they 
contained the following elements: 
a) plot 
b) humor 
. c) satisfactory ending 
d) characters 
.o 
e) suspense and surprise 
f) personal associations 
3. Humor was the story element of greatest pupil 
interest. 
4. uuspense was the second story element of greatest 
pupil interest • 
.5. Satisfactory ending (happy ending or poetic 
justice) was the third story element of great 
interest. 
6. Personal association stories have OCQ appeal for 
children. 
7. The elements of least story interest were plot 
and character. 
~1_' 
CHAPrER V 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
CHAPTER V 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
Limitations Qf the study. 
The limitations of this study are listed below: 
1. The total population taking part in this investi-
gation was limited. 
2. The geographical distribution was limited. 
J. Some of the questions on the comprehension check 
were negative, some others included insignifi-
cant details. 
Problems for further research. 
Upon completion of this study the writers felt that the 
suggestions listed below might be used for further research: 
1. To conduct an experiment along similar lines with 
a larger population. 
2. To survey the reading interests of groups of 
children equated for intelligence. 
J. To conduct a similar experiment with a wider 
geographical distribution. 
4. To conduct a similar study using non-fiction 
stories. 
5. To conduct a similar investigation including more 
selections from more readers. 
6. To conduct a similar investigation using stories 
of foreign lands. 
7. To conduct a survey to find out what types of 
humor children enjoy. 
APPENDIX 
The Trolley Car Family 
1. Is this story about a family and a trolley car? 
2. Did Mr. Jefferson and f1r. Parker do the same kind of work? 
3. Do the people around us ride in trolley cars? 
4. Do you think Mr. Jefferson really liked the Parker family? 
5. Did Pa Parker think Sally's plan would work? 
6. Did Mr. Jefferson find out what was making the Parkers 
unhappy? 
7. Were the Parkers polite to Mr. Jefferson? 
8. Did Pa Parker really need a horse to move the trolley car? 
9. Is r1r. Jefferson going to have a happy vacation with the 
noisy Parker family? 
10. Do you think the neighbors knew the noisy Parker family 
were moving? 
11. Can the Parker family do things in the country they 
couldn't do in the city? 
12. Did .l\lr. Jefferson and the Parkers do any work before they 
went to bed? 
13. Do you think Mr. Jefferson will be living on a dairy farm? 
14. Can Mr. Parker feed his family unless he gets a job? 
1 15. Did Sally's bright idea work out successfully in the end 
of the story? 
The Bicycle Tree 
1. Did Jody let Sylvie pick a few peach blossoms? 
2. Did Jody pay attention to what Sylvie said when she asked 
when the peaches woul& come and if she could help pick 
them? 
3. Did Jody make little peach men? 
4. Do you think Sylvie will be able to wait until the peaches 
are ripe before she picks any? 
5. Do you think Jody enjoyed earning the money he bought the 
bicycle with? 
6. Was Jody happy because Sylvie picked the peaches? 
7. Was Tom willing to let Jody have the bike without paying 
the whole ten dollars? 
8. \<Jas Jody still nice to his little sister even after she 
destroyed his peaches? 
9. Did Jody get any money from his father for being a good 
peach salesman? 
10. Did Sylvie pick all the peaches on the peach tree? 
11. Was Jody disappointed when he really looked again at his 
peach tree? 
12. Did Jody sell Mr. Burns any peaches? 
13. Do you think J-ody is proud of his little sister? 
14. ~ould you like to know a boy like Jody? 
15. Are there peaches a s large as the ones on the peach tree 
at Jody's? 
.,.,5 < ,, 
Presents for Mother 
1. Would chickens be a good present for Mrs. Greenwood? 
2. Did Dick have a good plan for buying the chickens? 
J. Did Andy know what the farmer's wife meant when she asked 
if he wanted the chicken dressed? 
4. Did the children have any trouble getting their chickens 
home'? 
5. Did you think the children could hide the chickens before 
mother comes in from shopping'? 
6. Did filr s. Greenwood like the present well enough to keep it'? 
7. Was Mrs. Greenwood frightened when she put the bedclothes 
over her head? 
8. Did Hrs. Greenwood guess what the strange noises in the 
storeroom were'? 
9. Could Mrs. Greenwood talk when chickens flew in the room? 
10. Did you ever try to catch a hen ru1.d if so wa s it hard to 
do? 
11. Did Mrs. Greenwood usually like the birthday presents 
given to her by her children? 
12. Do you think Mrs. Greenwood knew what her present would be? 
' lJ. Did Mr. Greenwood act surprised too? 
14. Do you think children should pick out presents their 
mothers will like for presents'? 
15. ·would you pick out chickens for a present? 
Jeremiah's Black Lamb 
1. Jeremiah liked the white lamb best. 
2. Granny said the black lamb would be nothing but trouble. 
J. Jeremiah couldn't think of a name for the lamb. 
4. IVIid...night never got into trouble. 
5. Midnight was frightened in the store by the train whistle. 
6. Mr . Grundy caught the lamb. 
7. Granny wanted Midnight to be in the fair. 
8. They 1.1ashed l'Udnight for the fair and clipped all his 
wool off. 
9. Nidnight butted one of the judges. 
10. Midnight didn't win the prize at the fair because he was 
all black. 
Young Tennessee and Old Sam 
1. Young Tennessee and Ranger had a lot of neighbors. 
2. Old Sam was glad t o take Ranger. 
J. Young Tennessee fooled Old Sam with a trick. 
4. A peddler carries his goods on his back. 
5. Peddlers visit people who live in the city. 
6. No one was glad to see the peddler coming. 
7. Peddlers always have something for children. 
8 . Old Sam was an honest man. 
9. Potato bugs could eat a dog. 
10. An owl could carry off a mule. 
1. Mrs. Hodges was glad to see the peddler coming. 
2. l\1rs. Hodges was kind to Nathan. 
J. Mr. Whitehall said he had traveled at least ?00 miles. 
4. The silver salt dish had belonged to Nathan's mother. 
5. Nathan r an a\'iay with the peddler. 
6. Mrs. Patch wanted Nathan to stay with her at the bake shop. 
?. It was a short trip to Grantville. 
8. Mrs. Green had a boy Nathan1 s age. 
9. Nathan wanted to stay with his cousin. 
10. Dr. White came to the inn t o get Nathan and t e,ke him back 
to ~'Irs. Hodges. 
Sally Finds a Way 
1. Sally and her father lived in a lighthouse. 
2. The light warned sailors away from the dangerous rocks. 
J. Sally had to light the lamp during the storm. 
4. It WE},S easy for Sally to ring the fog bell. 
5. Sally's father hurried back when he heard the bell ring. 
6. Sally rang the bell all night. 
7. The Boston boat got wrecked on the rocks. 
8. Sally was promised a trip to Boston. 
9. Sally was a brave little girl. 
10. A lighthouse keeper has an important job. 
The Magl;c Shoes 
1. The magic shoes had copper heels and toes. 
2. The magic shoes wore out like all shoes. 
J. The shoes were magic because they had copper on them. 
4. Timothy wanted the magic shoes to help him behave. 
1 5. The shoes pinched if the person wearing them misbehaved. 
6. Timothy's brothers learned to behave by wearing the magic 
shoes. 
7. Timothy found roses and rubber boots under his seat when 
he got to school. 
1 8. Timothy was sent to a boy's school to help him stay out 
of trouble. 
9. Timothy liked it -vvhen the teacher made arithmetic problems 
about his shoes. 
10. Timothy was followed by a robber the night he went to the 
da..11.ce. 
11. Nardy was a pet turtle. 
12. The magic shoes helped rescue Timothy from being lost in 
a snowstorm. 
13. Timothy was really sad when he got too big to wear the 
magic shoes. 
14. The magic shoes stayed in Timothy's cupboard forever. 
15. The magic shoes went t o stay in a grocery store. 
I' 
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The Dinner Bell 
1. Tony tried to think of a plan so he woulCL"Y.1 1 t have to ring 
the dinner bell. 
2. Ki ng was the King of England. 
3. Ki ng was able to ring the bell. 
4. Tony was often slow about doing his job of ringint the 
bell. • 
5. l'1r s. Ninelli was King1 s aunt. 
6. The dinner bell looked like the buzzer in our room. 
7. King liked to ring the bell whenever he wante d to. 
8. One Thursday King's barking woke Tony from a nap. 
9. Ki ng barked because he was lonesome. 
10. Tony put the fire out all by himself. 
11. Ki ng's ability to ri ng the bell saved the Minelli house 
from burning. 
12. Neighbors helped put out the fire. 
13. Mr. Minelli took the bell down because Ki ng rang t he bell 
so much. 
14. The J:'tl inelli's house was a brand new house. 
15. Mr. I"linelli was a bus driver. 
The Stonecutter 
1. Hofus was a horse's hoof. 
2. Hofus delivered milk to earn his living. 
J. A stonecutter cuts meat. 
4. One day Hofus saw a rich man. 
5. He wanted to be like the rich man and his wish was granted. 
6. All Hofus' wishes were granted. 
7. Hofus was satisfied with his life as a rich and powerful 
prince. 
8. While Hofus was a prince he rode around in a beautiful 
Cadillac. 
9. Hofus was happy when he was rich. 
10. Hofus was happy when he was powerful. 
11. I"'any boys and girls are like Hofus because they l--.rish to 
be someone else. 
12. A palace is a shack. 
13. A coach is a farm wagon. 
14. Finally Hofus learned that he was happiest when he was 
just himself. 
15. Money and riches can stop floods, droughts, sickness, and 
hurricanes. 
Brother Fox and the Barbecues 
1. A picnic where food is cooked out of doors is called a 
barbecue. 
2. These foods could be cooked at a barbecue: corn, chicken, 
steak, hot dogs, pig (pork). 
3. There were five animals in the story. 
4. Brother Rabbit had a vegetable garden. 
5. Brother Bear served ice cream at his barbecue. 
6. Brother ·w-olf served roast lamb and roast pig at his barbe-
cue. 
7. Brother Fox acted queerly because he had a headache. 
8. Brother Fox spent nearly all day Wednesday in bed. 
9. Brother Fox spent most of Wednesday trying to make up his 
mind which barbecue to attend. 
10. Brother Fox missed out on both barbecues just because he 
wasted so much time trying to make up his mind. 
11. People who can't make up their mind what to do waste time. 
12. Brother Rabbit was smtlrter than Brother Fox. 
13. The bear's barbecue was held at night. 
14. Brother Fox got no dinner at all. 
15. There were alligators in the story. 
Manwick Goes to · •rown 
1. Manwick and his mother lived on a farm. 
2. Manwick knew what a town was like. 
3. Manwick sold his mother's butter to a rich man of the town. 
4. Manwick1 s mother did right to try to find out who owned 
the gold pieces. 
5. The butter disappeared quickly because the stone gobbled 
it all up. 
6. A footman is a king 1 s servant. 
7. The footmen in the story were honest men. 
8. Manwick was silly to think a stone would pay for the 
butter. 
9. Manwick was silly to think that dogs would pay for meat. 
10. Manwick was silly to take his troubles to the king. 
11 . I'1anwick was silly to ask for one hundred blows with a 
stick. 
12. Manwick kept the promise he made to the footmen. 
13. Manwick was the only person ever to make the princess 
laugh. 
14. IVIanwick was clever the way he fooled the footmen. 
15. The king thought Manwick was smarter than he seemed to be. 



